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Filed for intro on  02/15/2001

HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION 72
By  Odom

A RESOLUTION relative to the proposed Medicaid Home- and
Community-Based Services waiver proposal.

WHEREAS, the General Assembly has appropriated the funding for the initiation of a

Medicaid Home- and Community-Based Services (HCBS) waiver, which would provide

alternatives to institutional nursing home care for Medicaid eligible elderly and disabled

individuals who qualify; and

WHEREAS, in 1998, the 100th General Assembly initiated the planning procedure for the

Medicaid HCBS waiver with the passage of legislation creating the Long-Term Care Services

Planning Council, consisting of both executive and legislative branch officials, as well as a Long-

Term Care Advisory Council of advocacy and provider organizations that have long-term care

expertise; and

WHEREAS, in 2001, the Commissioner of Health, who serves as the Long-Term Care

Services Planning Council Chairperson, submitted for review a proposed waiver to the House

Health and Human Services Committee; and
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WHEREAS, the Long-Term Care Services Planning Council's proposed waiver includes

an extremely low average amount for individual spending of only eight thousand dollars per

person, and provides for a very limited range of available services; and

WHEREAS, along with representatives from the American Association of Retired

Persons, the Tennessee Disability Coalition, the Tennessee Association of Homes and Services

for the Aging, and the Alzheimer's Association, the Long-Term Care Advisory Council has

voiced its strong opposition to such an approach, and has articulated the reasons that such a

low spending limit is of little assistance to most individuals who qualify for the program; and

WHEREAS, at this time, the limited funding available for the program will not adequately

serve the existing need, regardless of the level of spending per individual imposed; the program

should be viewed as an opportunity to build a successful beginning for the HCBS waiver; and

WHEREAS, it has been determined that the average individual cost of nursing home

care for the program-eligible population would be thirty thousand dollars annually; now,

therefore,

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE ONE HUNDRED

SECOND GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF TENNESSEE, THE SENATE

CONCURRING, That the Long-Term Care Services Planning Council is hereby urged and

encouraged to amend the waiver proposal to impose an individual spending average of not less

than fifteen thousand dollars, which would be only fifty percent of the average nursing home

cost, with the understanding that the program would then offer a real option to nursing home

institutionalization to approximately two thousand elderly, or disabled, eligible individuals.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That the Planning Council is hereby urged and

encouraged to include in the waiver proposal the full range of HCBS services, as defined in the

1998 legislation, establishing both the Planning and Advisory Councils, and beginning the

process of developing an HCBS waiver for the citizens of Tennessee.
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That an appropriate copy of this resolution be transmitted

to the Commissioner of Health.


